
ISSUE DATE 22-11-2024

PUT YOUR BOOK TITLE



VALID DATE 22-11-2024

PUT YOUR BOOK TITLE

DIRECTED BY NORMAN JEWISON, FIDDLER ON THE 
ROOF IS A MUSICAL DRAMA ABOUT HERITAGE, 
FAMILY, AND THE STRUGGLE TO STAY BALANCED 
IN A WORLD OF CONSTANT CHANGE.01

Fiddler on the Roof blends 

musical drama with cultural 

storytelling to explore 

tradition, community, and the 

pressures of change. Set in 

the small village of Anatevka, 

the film follows Tevye, a 

dairyman trying to hold onto 

his Jewish faith and customs 

while his daughters challenge 

tradition in pursuit of love. 

The story intertwines humor, 

heartache, and resilience as 

Tevye confronts the realities 

of an evolving world.

The film adaptation 

of the Broadway 

musical was driven 

by a desire to capture fading 

Eastern European Jewish life before 

the twentieth century reshaped it. 

The narrative uses songs, folklore, 

and intimate family moments to 

explore identity, generational 

conflict, and the uncertainty of 

survival in a hostile world. Themes 

of love, faith, and perseverance 

continue to resonate, emphasizing 

how tradition can both support and 

restrict those who live within it.

Topol  Tevye

Norma Crane  Golde 

Leonard Frey  Motel Kamzoil
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FIDDLER 
ON THE 
ROOF

A poor but devoted father struggles to 
balance tradition with modernity as his 
daughters challenge cultural expectations 
in a rapidly changing world.

Fiddler on the Roof was filmed in 

Yugoslavia, chosen for its rural 

landscapes resembling early 1900s Russia. 

 

Topol was only in his mid-30s when cast as 

Tevye, but his performance was so convincing 

that many assumed he was much older. 

 

The title references Marc Chagall’s 

paintings of violinists precariously 

playing on rooftops — a metaphor for 

maintaining balance amid instability.

Did you Know?
The filmmakers consulted historians and cul-

tural experts to accurately portray Jewish 

customs, clothing, and rituals of the era. 

 

The movie won three Academy Awards, includ-

ing Best Cinematography, for its striking 

imagery and sweeping musical sequences.
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DIRECTED BY MARTIN SCORSESE, TAXI DRIVER 
IS A PSYCHOLOGICAL THRILLER ABOUT ISOLA-
TION, VIOLENCE, AND THE DANGER OF A MAN 
WHO BELIEVES ONLY HE CAN CLEANSE A BROKEN 02

Taxi Driver blends 

psychological drama with 

urban grit to explore 

isolation, trauma, and moral 

decay. Travis Bickle, a lonely 

Vietnam veteran working as a 

New York taxi driver, becomes 

increasingly disturbed by 

the crime and corruption he 

witnesses. The film builds 

tension through Travis’s 

unraveling mental state, 

merging noir atmosphere with 

social critique to examine a 

man teetering on the edge of 

violence.

Writer Paul Schrader 

was inspired by his 

own experiences with 

loneliness and the alienation he 

felt during his darkest period. 

He wanted to create a story that 

confronts the psychological 

aftermath of war, urban decay, and 

the fragile line between justice 

and obsession. The film challenges 

viewers to navigate uncomfortable 

truths about masculinity, mental 

health, and the chaotic energy of 

1970s New York.

Robert De Niro  Travis Bickle 

Jodie Foster  Iris 

Cybill Shepherd  Betsy
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TAXI 
DRIVER 

A mentally unstable Vietnam veteran de-
scends into vigilantism as his obsession 
with “saving” a young girl pushes him to-
ward explosive violence.

The famous line “You talkin’ to me?” was 

improvised by Robert De Niro — it became 

one of the most quoted lines in film history. 

 

Jodie Foster was only 12 years old during 

filming and had to work with a psychologist 

and welfare worker due to the mature themes. 

 

Scorsese makes a cameo as a jealous 

husband riding in Travis’s cab.

Did you Know?
New York City in the 1970s was plagued 

by crime, which heavily influenced 

the film’s bleak tone and atmosphere. 

 

The film won the Palme d’Or at Cannes and 

is now considered one of the greatest 

American films ever made..
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DIRECTED BY PETER WEIR, DEAD POETS SOCIETY IS 
A DRAMA ABOUT ART, REBELLION, AND THE ENDUR-
ING IMPACT OF A TEACHER WHO DARES STUDENTS TO 
LIVE AUTHENTICALLY.

03

Dead Poets Society blends 

drama, inspiration, 

and emotional conflict 

to explore individuality, 

conformity, and the power 

of self-expression. At a 

rigid all-boys prep school, 

English teacher John Keating 

challenges his students to 

“seize the day” and think for 

themselves. His unconventional 

lessons spark passion, 

creativity, and rebellion, 

pushing the students to 

confront the expectations 

placed upon them.

Writer Tom Schulman 

drew from his own 

experiences at a 

traditional academy, creating a 

story that examines the tension 

between personal freedom and 

institutional control. The film uses 

poetry, mentorship

Robin Williams  John Keating 

Robert Sean Leonard Neil Perry 

Ethan Hawke  Todd Anderson
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DEAD 
POETS 
SOCIETY

An English teacher inspires his students 
to embrace individuality and passion, 
challenging the strict traditions that 
govern their lives.

Dead Poets Society originally had a 

darker ending where Keating becomes 

the school’s headmaster, but the studio 

pushed for a more emotional conclusion. 

 

Robin Williams filmed two versions of 

his teaching scenes: one scripted and 

one improvised — much of the improvised 

material made it into the final cut. 

 

The desk-standing scene became iconic 

and symbolizes perspective, courage, and 

solidarity.

Did you Know?
The film was shot at an actu-

al prep school in Delaware to cap-

ture an authentic academic atmosphere. 

 

It won the Academy Award for Best Orig-

inal Screenplay and remains one of Robin 

Williams’s most celebrated performances.
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DIRECTED BY ROBERT ZEMECKIS, BACK TO THE 
FUTURE IS A SCI-FI ADVENTURE ABOUT DESTI-
NY, FAMILY CONNECTIONS, AND THE UNPREDICT-
ABLE RIPPLE EFFECT OF TIME TRAVEL.04

Back to the Future 

is a fusion of sci-

fi adventure, comedy, 

and heartfelt storytelling 

centered on time travel, 

family, and fate. Marty McFly 

is accidentally sent from 

1985 to 1955, where he must 

navigate the past, repair his 

parents’ relationship, and 

find a way home before his 

actions erase his existence. 

The film mixes sharp humor with 

emotional stakes, creating one 

of the most iconic narratives 

in modern cinema.

Back to the Future 

is a fusion of 

sci-fi adventure, 

comedy, and heartfelt storytelling 

centered on time travel, family, and 

fate. Marty McFly is accidentally 

sent from 1985 to 1955, where he 

must navigate the past, repair his 

parents’ relationship, and find a way 

home before his actions erase his 

existence. The film mixes sharp humor 

with emotional stakes, creating one 

of the most iconic narratives in 

modern cinema.

Michael J. Fox   Marty McFly

Christopher Lloyd  Dr. Emmett Brown

Lea Thompson   Lorraine Baines-McFly
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BACK TO 
THE 
FUTURE 

A teenager accidentally travels back in 
time, disrupts his parents’ past, and must 
fix history before he erases himself from 
existence.

B
ack to the Future originally cast 

Eric Stoltz as Marty, but after 

several weeks of filming, the 

studio replaced him with Michael 

J. Fox for a lighter comedic tone.

The DeLorean was chosen because its 

angular, futuristic look made it 

instantly believable as a time machine.

The iconic clock tower scene took 

months to plan due to the complex 

stunts and visual effects involved.

Did you Know?
Huey Lewis, who wrote the soundtrack hit 

“The Power of Love,” makes a cameo as a 

school judge telling Marty his band is 

“too loud.”

The film became one of the highest-grossing 

movies of the 1980s and went on to inspire 

two sequels, an animated series, comics, 

and a stage musical.
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DIRECTED BY PETER WEIR, THE TRUMAN SHOW IS 
A SATIRICAL DRAMA ABOUT IDENTITY, MEDIA 
MANIPULATION, AND THE FIGHT FOR PERSONAL 
FREEDOM.

05

The Truman Show merges 

drama, satire, and 

psychological commentary 

to examine surveillance, media 

control, and the construction 

of reality. Truman Burbank 

lives what he believes is an 

ordinary life, unaware that 

every moment is broadcast 

to millions as part of a 

massive fabricated television 

show. The film balances humor 

and existential tension, 

pushing audiences to question 

authenticity in a media-

dominated world.

Andrew Niccol 

conceived 

the story as 

a response to society’s growing 

obsession with entertainment and the 

illusion of perfection portrayed on 

screens. He wanted to explore what 

happens when a person’s life is 

controlled for the sake of public 

consumption — and what freedom 

really means. The film uses allegory, 

world-building, and emotional nuance 

to comment on privacy, autonomy, and 

the search for truth.

Jim Carrey   Truman Burbank

Laura Linney   Meryl Burbank

Ed Harris   Christof
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THE TRUEMAN 
SHOW

A man unknowingly living inside a world-
wide reality show begins questioning his 
world, forcing him to choose between com-
fortable illusion and dangerous truth.

T
he Truman Show predicted reality 

TV before it existed — the film 

came out three years before Big 

Brother aired, shocking audiences 

with how accurate it later became.

Jim Carrey took a dramatic turn for the 

role, toning down his comedic style 

to create a more grounded and empathetic 

character.

The film’s dome-shaped world, Seahaven 

Island, was shot in Seaside, Florida, 

a real community known for its unnatural-

ly perfect architecture and layout.

Did you Know?
Christof’s character was inspired by re-

al-life directors who prioritize “vision” 

over ethics, representing the blurred line 

between creativity and control.

The phrase “The Truman Show Delusion” be-

came a real psychological condition used 

by psychiatrists to describe people who 

believe their lives are staged.
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DIRECTED BY GUS VAN SANT, GOOD WILL 
HUNTING IS A CHARACTER-DRIVEN DRAMA ABOUT 
GENIUS, TRAUMA, AND THE TRANSFORMATIVE 
IMPACT OF COMPASSION.06

Good Will Hunting blends 

drama and emotional 

introspection to explore 

trauma, self-worth, and 

the power of mentorship. 

The film follows Will, a 

janitor at MIT with a hidden 

genius-level intellect, who 

struggles with identity, 

fear, and the limitations he 

places on himself. Through 

Sean Maguire’s guidance, the 

story balances vulnerability 

with humor, creating an 

intimate portrait of a young 

man forced to confront his 

past.

The screenplay, 

written by Matt 

Damon and Ben 

Affleck, was inspired by their 

personal experiences growing up in 

Boston and their fascination with 

how environment shapes potential. 

They wanted to tell a story that 

merges intellectual brilliance 

with raw emotional struggle — a 

narrative where personal healing 

becomes the true challenge. 

The film’s themes highlight the 

importance of human connection, 

emotional honesty, and the courage 

it takes to pursue a life beyond 

what you’ve been told you deserve.

Matt Damon   Will Hunting

Robin Williams   Sean Maguire

Ben Affleck   Chuckie Sullivan
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GOOD WILL 
HUNTING

A working-class math prodigy battles 
trauma, identity, and self-doubt while an 
empathetic therapist helps him confront 
the emotional walls that keep him from 
reaching his potential.

G
ood Will Hunting was originally 

written as a thriller, but advisors 

convinced Damon and Affleck to shift 

the script toward an intimate 

character drama focused on relationships 

instead of espionage.

Robin Williams ad-libbed several iconic 

moments, including the famous park 

bench speech and the “farting wife” story, 

which caused Damon to break character and 

laugh on camera.

The film was shot largely in Boston and 

Cambridge, grounding the story in 

authentic local environments that matched 

Damon and Affleck’s real upbringing.

Did you Know?
The title refers to the idea of “hunting” 

for goodness in oneself — a metaphor 

for Will’s struggle to reconcile his 

intelligence with his emotional barriers.

Damon and Affleck won the Academy Award for 

Best Original Screenplay, launching both 

of their acting careers.
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D
onnie Darko combines 

psychological 

thriller, science 

fiction, and coming-

of-age drama to 

explore themes of destiny, 

mental illness, and 

existential dread. Richard 

Kelly’s direction crafts an 

unsettling, dreamlike tone 

that blurs the line between 

reality and hallucination, 

drawing viewers into Donnie’s 

fractured world. Jake 

Gyllenhaal’s performance 

anchors the film with a 

mix of vulnerability and 

quiet menace, capturing the 

confusion of adolescence 

against the backdrop of 

cosmic mystery.

Jake Gyllenhaal   Donnie Darko

Jena Malone   Gretchen Ross

Through its 

complex narrative 

of time travel 

and fate, the movie delves into 

the consequences of choice and the 

weight of unseen forces guiding 

human life. Its haunting imagery 

and cryptic symbolism invite 

endless interpretation, from 

philosophical readings to emotional 

ones about isolation and identity. 

Kelly conceived the story as a 

reflection of suburban anxiety and 

the fear of meaninglessness — using 

sci-fi elements as metaphors for 

depression, conformity, and the 

fragile nature of time itself.

Drew Barrymore   Karen Pomeroy 
 

DIRECTED BY RICHARD KELLY, A PSYCHOLOGICAL 
SCI-FI DRAMA THAT WEAVES TIME TRAVEL, 
FATE, AND TEENAGE ANGST INTO A HAUNTING 
EXPLORATION OF IDENTITY AND REALITY.
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DONNIE DARKO  

A troubled teenager struggles with visions 
of a mysterious, menacing figure in a 
rabbit costume who predicts the end of the 
world, forcing him to confront questions 
of fate, mental illness, and the fragile 
nature of reality.

T
he film was made on a budget 

of about $4.5 million, but 

initially struggled at the box 

office before gaining a massive 

cult following through DVD releases. 

 

Director Richard Kelly was only 26 years old 

when he made the film, blending elements of 

sci-fi, teen drama, and psychological horror. 

 

The haunting rabbit figure “Frank” became 

an iconic symbol of surreal fear and the 

film’s exploration of fate, time travel, 

and mental illness.

Did you Know?
Despite being made on a modest $4.5 mil-

lion budget, the film’s unique story and 

symbolism — exploring time travel, fate, 

and mental illness — earned it crit-

ical praise and a dedicated fanbase. 

 

Drew Barrymore not only appeared in the 

film as Donnie’s English teacher, Karen 

Pomeroy, but also produced it through her 

company Flower Films, helping the project 

reach completion after struggling to find 

a distributor.
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E
ternal Sunshine of 

the Spotless Mind 

blends science 

fiction, romance, and 

psychological drama 

to examine the fragility 

of love and memory. Michel 

Gondry’s inventive direction 

and Charlie Kaufman’s 

introspective writing merge 

surreal visuals with raw 

emotion, creating a film that 

feels both deeply personal 

and dreamlike. Jim Carrey 

delivers a restrained and 

vulnerable performance as 

Joel, while Kate Winslet’s 

vibrant portrayal of 

Clementine captures the 

impulsive chaos of love and 

heartbreak.

Jim Carrey  Joel Barish

Kate Winslet  Clementine Kruczynski

The story uses 

memory erasure as 

an allegory for 

emotional avoidance, questioning 

whether forgetting pain also means 

losing growth and meaning. The film’s 

nonlinear narrative mirrors the 

fragmented nature of memory itself, 

pulling audiences through moments of 

joy, regret, and rediscovery. Gondry 

and Kaufman sought to explore how 

even the most painful relationships 

shape who we are — suggesting that 

love, in all its imperfection, is 

worth remembering.

Tom Wilkinson   Dr. Howard Mierzwiak 

DIRECTED BY MICHEL GONDRY, A SURREAL 
ROMANTIC DRAMA THAT BLENDS SCIENCE 
FICTION AND EMOTION TO EXPLORE LOVE, 
MEMORY, AND THE PAIN OF FORGETTING.
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ETERNAL SUNSHINE 
OF THE 
SPOTLESS MIND

A heartbroken man undergoes a medical 
procedure to erase all memories of his 
failed relationship

W
ritten by Charlie Kaufman and 

directed by Michel Gondry, the 

film blends surrealism with raw 

emotion, exploring how love 

and memory intertwine in painful yet 

beautiful ways. 

 

Jim Carrey, known mostly for his comedic 

roles, delivered one of his most 

understated and vulnerable performances, 

while Kate Winslet’s vibrant, 

unpredictable energy created a striking 

contrast that made their chemistry 

unforgettable. 

 

Did you Know?
Many of the dreamlike visual effects were 

achieved practically rather than digitally, 

with Gondry using clever camera tricks, set 

design, and lighting to represent the chaos 

of collapsing memories. 

 

Winning the Academy Award for Best Original 

Screenplay, Eternal Sunshine has since been 

celebrated as one of the most inventive and 

emotionally resonant love stories in modern 

cinema.

The film’s title comes from Alexander Pope’s 

1717 poem “Eloisa to Abelard,” reflecting 

the idea that forgetting can bring peace.
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Get Out combines horror 

and satire to explore 

contemporary racial 

tensions and systemic 

exploitation. Jordan Peele’s 

direction balances suspense, 

horror, and social critique, 

while Kaluuya’s performance 

grounds the film emotionally. 

Its narrative uses allegory 

and symbolism to comment on 

microaggressions, privilege, 

and cultural appropriation, 

making the horror both 

psychological and societal. 

The film’s cultural impact 

is significant, sparking 

conversations about race, 

representation, and the 

power of socially conscious 

storytelling in mainstream 

Daniel Kaluuya   Chris Washington

Allison Williams  Rose Armitage

Bradley Whitford  Dean Armitage

DIRECTED BY JORDAN PEELE, A SOCIAL THRILL-
ER BLENDING HORROR AND SATIRE TO CRITIQUE 
RACISM AND CULTURAL APPROPRIATION.

Jordan Peele, who 

was inspired by 

real-world racial 

dynamics and the subtle racism 

often ignored in modern society. 

Peele came up with the idea after 

noticing that horror movies rarely 

addressed race directly, even though 

it’s one of the most unsettling and 

divisive parts of the real world. 

He wanted to create a film that 

blended the tension of horror with 

the discomfort of racial truth — 

showing how racism can hide behind 

politeness.
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GET 
OUT 

A young African-American visits his white 
girlfriend’s parents for the weekend, 
where his simmering uneasiness about their 
reception of him eventually reaches a 
boiling point.

G
et Out was produced by Blumhouse 

Productions, the same studio be-

hind Paranormal Activity and The 

Purge. Known for turning small 

budgets into major box office 

hit. 

Blumhouse gave Jordan Peele around $4.5 

million to make the film — a modest budget 

that went on to earn over $255 million 

worldwide. 

Peele described Get Out as a “social 

thriller,” a term he coined to com-

bine horror with social commentary. Black 

identity. 

Did you Know?
The title captures both the horror genre’s 

urgency and the deeper social themes Peele 

wanted to expose. The original ending had 

Chris arrested, but Peele changed it to 

give the story a more hopeful finish. 

The deer that Chris hits early in the film 

symbolizes both his mother’s death in a 

hit-and-run and the way society often vic-

timizes or “hunts” Black people.
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The Secret Life of Walter 

Mitty blends adventure, 

drama, and whimsical 

imagination to explore 

identity, courage, and the 

desire to break free from 

routine. Walter, a quiet photo 

manager at LIFE magazine, 

escapes monotony through vivid 

daydreams — until a missing 

photograph forces him into 

a real-life global journey. 

The film balances humor, 

visual wonder, and emotional 

sincerity as Walter discovers 

a world far beyond the limits 

he once accepted.m cinema.

Ben Stiller  Walter Mitty

Kristen Wiig  Cheryl Melhoff 

Sean Penn  Sean O’Connell

DIRECTED BY BEN STILLER, THE SECRET LIFE 
OF WALTER MITTY IS AN ADVENTURE-DRIVEN 
DRAMA ABOUT SELF-DISCOVERY, IMAGINATION, 
AND EMBRACING THE WORLD BEYOND FEAR.

Director Ben 

Stiller reimagined 

the classic short story with a 

modern lens, focusing on personal 

reinvention and the courage it 

takes to step into the unknown. 

The film uses sweeping landscapes, 

surreal fantasies, and introspective 

moments to highlight the contrast 

between the life we imagine and the 

life we actually live. Its message 

emphasizes discovery, self-worth, 

and the beauty of taking risks.
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THE SECRET 
LIFE OF 
WALTER 
MITTY 

A timid magazine worker leaps into a 
globe-spanning adventure that transforms 
his daydreams into reality and awakens his 
sense of purpose.

The film was shot across Iceland, 

which doubled as Greenland, Af-

ghanistan, and the Himalayas due to 

its incredibly diverse landscapes. 

 

Ben Stiller performed many of his 

own stunts, including longboard-

ing down steep mountain roads. 

 

The famous LIFE motto — “To see the world, 

things dangerous to come to…” — was cre-

ated for the film and became one of its 

most iconic elements.

Did you Know?
The movie is the second adaptation of James 

Thurber’s 1939 short story, though this ver-

sion focuses more on adventure than satire. 

 

The snow leopard sequence was filmed using 

a mix of real footage, on-location pho-

tography, and subtle digital effects.




